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Morgan        Trader
From the Desk of the President

Horse show season is here and the NYSMHS is busy promoting our 
beloved Morgan Horses.
The end of May brought The Western District horse show.  The 
show was a wonderful success.  The committee worked so hard and 
it paid off! I want to thank each and every person that made the 
Western District Show run so well.  June brought the mid year 
meeting at the Syracuse International Horse show. Pizza, cookies 
and soda lunch was provided to the small group in attendance.  The 
meeting was a wonderful opportunity to see our fellow members.  
Thank you to all who came.

I want to remind our members of our year end high point program.  
The committee is already working on some amazing awards.  This 
program is a free offering for our club members, take advantage!  
We want to see our members with year end awards. 

As we all enjoy the summer with our Morgan horses please share 
your fun with the club. Send Danielle Rice, the editor of the Trader, 
pictures and a small write up of our fun.  I know it will be fun to 
see what our members do with their Morgan horse.  

Just a quick reminder to join us  at the New York State Regional 
Morgan Horse show September 10 - 13, 2025.  The Committee is 
working hard to make this another great year!

I want to take this opportunity to thank all our committee members, 
directors and officers for their dedication to our club.  Your hard 
work, time and dedication are the driving force of our club.  

Wishing all our members a summer full of fun and amazing rides!

Jennifer Peek
NYSMHS President 

In this issue:
*WNY Show Review

* NY Regional Show News

*SSA News & Futurity Corner

*Member News & Articles

*Membership News

*Meeting Minutes

*Classifieds & Business Cards

*Membership/ Futurity Forms

Jennifer Peek, NYSMHS President
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WNY Morgan Horse Show  
2025

The Western New York Morgan Horse Show was held May 23-25, 
2025 at the Erie County Fairgrounds in Hamburg, NY.
It was an unseasonably brisk and rainy weekend, but that didn’t 
dampen the spirits of our exhibitors, and the indoor facility made it 
possible to keep the show running smoothly. Judge Mr. Michael 
Carpenter marked the cards, with Ms. Karen Homer-Brown mastering 
center ring and Mr. Nick Pelham announcing. New to WNY this year 
was Mr. Terry Young capturing trips down memory lane, as well as 
show manager and secretary Ms. Nikki Smith-Gorecki. Paired with the 
incomparable hospitality, this show hosted by the New York State 
Morgan Horse Society is a perfect start to the season on the east coast. 
Be sure to join us next Memorial Day weekend!







Issue: Summer 2025 New York Morgan Horse Society

NY Morgan Regional Horse Show News

September 10-13, 2025
Entries close September 1st, 2025
Almost 65 years of history & quality competition

Pop up parties, FREE stake classes for members of the NYSMHS, Live Stream on 
USEF Network and much MORE!

New York State Fairgrounds, Syracuse, NY

JUDGES:
Mr. Tom Bobolis, Tampa, FL – Open In Hand, Park Saddle, Park Harness, English Pleasure, Pleasure 
Driving, Classic Saddle, Classic Pleasure Driving, Equitation, Leadline, Walk-Trot, Jr. Exhibitor and 
Youth, Roadster, NYSSA Sweepstakes, Academy, Miscellaneous
Mr. Dustin Freiheit, Lonsdale, MN – Specialty In Hand, Hunter Pleasure, Bridle Path Hack, Western 
Pleasure, Road Hack, Equitation, Leadline, Walk-Trot, Jr. Exhibitor and Youth, Carriage Driving, 
NYSSA Sweepstakes, Academy, Miscellaneous
Mr. Tim Roesink, Hebron, OH – NYSSA Sweepstakes Call Judge, Futurity In Hand
Ms. Ida Norris, Benson, VT – Dressage, Western Dressage, Sport Horse In Hand, Dressage Rail 
Classes

SHOW MANAGER: Tuffy Owens | SHOW SECRETARY: Pam Turner

Scan this QR code to go directly to the NY 
Regional Prize List
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New York Stallion Service Auction News
Get Ready for Friday Night!

Friday night the NY Morgan Regional Show will feature the New 
York Stallion Service Auction Sweepstakes classes with purses for 
Weanlings, 4 yr. Old Saddle Seat and 4 yr. Old Hunt/Western.

DEADLINE FOR SWEEPSTAKES ENTRIES IS WEDNESDAY 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2025 at 5pm. Sweepstakes horses must be entered on the 
USEF entry blank AND with the Sweepstakes Entry Form. Sweepstakes 
Entry Forms will be available at the horse show office and must include 
owner’s social security number. You can find both entry forms at 
https://www.newyorkmorgans.com/new-york-regional-morgan-horse-show/

Any get of the following list of stallions, sold at the 2020 auction, born in the year 2021, will be 
eligible for the FOUR-YEAR OLD Sweepstakes classes held at the 2025 NY Morgan Regional 

Horse Show. 
2020 Auction Sires (2021 4YOs showing in 2025) 

Akira Derringer GCH | Aquarian New Moon | Astronomicallee | Bazinga | Brigantine | Caffeinated 
| Canon | CBMF Burn Notice GCH | CBMF Over the Moon | Cherrydale Casanova | Cool Whip | 

Dragonsmeade Sea Dragon | Dressed Up GCH | DRF First Impression | EKL Shakedown CH | 
Equinox Heir Of Courage | FCM The Professional | Futurity French Command | HVK Man About 
Town | InGate’s Eye Of The Tiger | King-E Otto B | LPS True Believer | Man In Black GCH | Man 

In Motion | Minion Millennium | Pondview Tres Bien | Regal In Command Man | Stand And 
Deliver GCH | Town Assets | UVM Willoughby | Mare of Al Garner | Mare – Ledyard’s Love Talk

NY SSA ELIGIBLE GET

Any get of the following list of stallions, sold at the 2024 auction, born in the year 2025, will be 
eligible for the WEANLING Sweepstakes class at the 2025 NY Regional Morgan Horse Show.

2024 Auction Sires (2025 foals showing in 2025 & 2029) 

Aquarian New Moon | Astronomicallee | Bazinga | Brigantine | Caffeinated | CBMF Crown Prince 
GCH | CBMF Over The Moon | Cherrydale Casanova | Ego Tripping | EKL Shakedown CH | 
Equinox Heir Of Courage | Equinox Heirosmith | Equinox Rock Star | HVK Man About Town | 
Indian Creek Icebreaker | Leonardo's Cry CH | LPS Fire Power | Man In Black GCH | NS Fame & 
Fortune | Privilege | Roberto Cavalli | SSLLC Extreme Waze | The Latest Trend JY CH | UVM 
Unchallenged | WRR Astro Boy | Name Your Mare #1 | Name Your Mare #2

https://www.newyorkmorgans.com/new-york-regional-morgan-horse-show/
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Futurity Corner

There are foal pictures everywhere! All beautiful and ready for the Futurity!
They can be nominated either by downloading the form from the NYSMHS web site or can be done 
directly on line from the web site https://www.newyorkmorgans.com/nysmhs-futurity/.  It pays to 
nominate all your foals, prize money for the In Hand classes, and prize money for the Alumni classes. 
Once your foal is a graduate of the Futurity it doesn't stop there, your foal is nominated for LIFE . If you 
sell your foal before it's a three year old , the original nominator still can win prize money if you 
nominated the sire and/or dam of the Champion and Reserve  Champion in hand. 
    Alumni classes are held in six divisions, English PLeasure, Western Pleasure, Driving (any style), 
Hunter Pleasure, Classic Pleasure, and Dressage. Enter one or all there is $1500 in prize money every 
year. In addition, by showing in the Alumni classes you are qualified for the respective championship! 
Win-win!
   Get those nominations in. All nominations must be paid for by 5:00PM the day before the New York 
Morgan Regional show starts. This year, that is September 9, 2025. After that date the fees are doubled. 
Nominations for weanlings are accepted until 12/31/25. However, if you have that beauty that you forgot 
to nominate ... pay up the nominations, plus late fees, and you can still be part of the Futurity Family!
                                              
  For more information contact: Mary Ellen Mulligan, Futurity Chair

       m.e.mulligan@stoneleighmorgans.com

Member News & Articles
Christine Gelineau publishes her 

fourth book
Christine Gelineau of Hartland Morgans has published her 
fourth book, ALMANAC: A MURMURATION. Christine 
previously has published three award-winning books of poetry 
but the new book is memoir and includes considerable coverage 
about horses and about NYS history, particularly about the 
upper Susquehanna River valley where she and her husband 
Steve Herz have raised Morgans for over fifty years. More 
information on her website https://christinegelineau.com/ or that 
of the publisher SUNY Press 
https://sunypress.edu/Books/A/Almanac .

-Christine Gelineau ( gelineau@binghamton.edu )

https://www.newyorkmorgans.com/nysmhs-futurity/
mailto:m.e.mulligan@stoneleighmorgans.com
https://christinegelineau.com/
https://sunypress.edu/Books/A/Almanac


Issue: Summer 2025
Member News & Articles con’t.

New York State Morgan Horse Society

By Lisa Towne

USA Working Equitation is a sport focusing on horse and rider partnership, with varying levels that can 
be enjoyed by riders from beginners up through experience, competitive riders. The clinic held April 26 at 
Nash Hill Equestrian Center, Persia, NY, introduced riders to the Obstacle element of working Equitation. 
The obstacles can be scored on Ease of Handling or Speed Times when performed in a competitive 
format, but the clinic was a fun introduction to the sport in general. There was plenty of hands-on 
experience learning the various obstacles, and an opportunity for all riders to make it through the entire 
course at the end of the clinic. The fun, supportive atmosphere, and the outstanding facility made this a 
clinic to remember.

Michelle Lackey and Stephani Kame are knowledgeable instructors and accomplished competitors in 
Working Equitation. The Nash Hill Center hosts this clinic every year, and those with Sport horses, or 
really any Morgan, may consider attending the clinic next seasons when it is held again.
This year's clinic was favored with a number of Morgans who thoroughly enjoyed the clinic. Both Dawn 
Tocha, with M lama Rock Starr, and Lisa Towne, with Stilwell Beauty Queen have attended this clinic 
twice now. Dawn commented about the clinic, "My favorite part is the challenge of negotiating the new 
and different obstacles with this inquisitive young horse, I think he loves it as much as I do!". Lisa 
enjoyed the challenge of negotiating the obstacles and introducing her mare to new and different 
experiences. Eric and Sue Trammel brought RBD Legacy's Tru Victor and Melrog Willow B Wild to the 
clinic for the first time. The Trammels thought the instructors were great, with friendly, outgoing 
demeanors. Eric Trammel commented, "The variety and partnership with our horses was fun. It 
showcased a variety of skills required for sport".
Picture of  Dawn Tocha on M lama Rock Starr, or 'Soliel' as he is called at home.

-Lisa Towne ( feynonsense@aol.com )

Exciting information about the USA Working Equitation Clinic 
held at Nash Hill Equestrian center on April 26, 2025

Soliel & Dawn Tocha
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The Carriage Dog Class
One of the most popular classes at any carriage 
competition is undoubtedly Carriage Dog. Since a great 
many horse lovers also love dogs, it stands to reason that 
we’d want to include our canine companions in as many 
horse-related activities as possible. Taking our dogs along 
on a drive down the road --- or in the show ring – in a 
carriage provides the perfect opportunity to do just that. 
  
According to the American Driving Society, the main 
governing body of our sport, the rules of the Carriage Dog 
class can be summarized as follows: the class is judged 
primarily on the suitability of the dog to serve as a 
companion. All breeds are welcome. The dog must be 
standing, lying down, or seated on the carriage, should not 
interfere with the driver in any way, and must not be led 
on the ground from the vehicle or be tied to the vehicle, 
passenger or driver. Judges should excuse unruly, 
out-of-control dogs. As an alternative, the dog may run on 
the ground close to the carriage (next to or behind the 
carriage) but should not stray far from it. The “job” of the 
carriage dog, first and foremost, is to be a pleasant and 
trouble-free companion.

The turnout should be judged both ways of the arena at the 
walk, slow trot, and working trot. Judges should award 
their placings based 60% on the suitability of the dog to 
serve as a companion, 30% on the performance, manners, 
and horse’s way of going, and 10% on the overall 
impression of the turnout, including the dog. As a fun 
variation, the judge may call for audience participation, in 
the form of applause, to place the class. However, if this 
method is to be used, it should be stated in the prize 
list/Omnibus. 

The attire of the driver should be the same as in any other carriage pleasure class; hat, whip, gloves, and 
apron/knee rug are required. Dogs may be leashed and should absolutely not be in a costume of any kind. If a 
competitor simply *must* accessorize their dog, it should enhance, not detract from, the overall turnout. 
Carriage Dog is NOT a costume class.

If you compete in the carriage division and think that your beloved canine has what it takes, by all means give 
this fun and unusual class a try wherever it is offered.

Article submitted by Gina Handy
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Membership News
As of 6/27/2025 the member list consists of :

67 Lifetime, 73 Individual, 27 Family, 2 Equity and 10 Youth members.

This is approximately 60 less members than 2024. The club is always working to offer 
activities that are interesting, beneficial and rewarding for its members. Many times the board 
has asked for suggestions from our members but very few have replied. Once again we are 
asking for your help. Whereas the shows are the financial strength of our club we must 
remember the NYSMHS exists to preserve, promote and perpetuate the Morgan Horse. Please 
send any suggestions to your director or board members.

Special announcement: Club is looking for new membership chair to start in 2026 after I 
publish the 2026 directory. I will assist anyone who wishes to step up to the challenge.

Another special announcement as Western District directors were given $1000.00 for our 
region to spend for special event. Looking for suggestions. One suggestion was night at the 
races/casino maybe meal somewhere. The Western District is the largest district so per person 
may be $20.00 or less per member if everyone would attend. Looking for help!

Thank you,

Donna Fox
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Meeting Minutes
NYSMHS BOD Meeting
Location: Zoom Meeting 
Date: Thursday April, 17, 2025

Officers and Directors in Attendance in person: Jenn Peek, Annette Bakic, Beth Grella, Gina Handy, Nancy Herrick, Anna 
Kufs, Danielle Rice, Alexa Rohman

Officers and Directors not in Attendance: Pat Ross, Patty Waring, Donna Fox, Lindsey Berry, Whitney Roberts,  Kate 
Kirsch

Meeting called to order at 7:34  by Jenn Peek

Secretary’s Report ~ Annette Bakic   Gina moved to accept March minutes. Lindsey 2nd  Motion approved.

Treasurer’s Report ~ Beth Grella   paying invoices, including 1586.00 insurance, 660.00 AMHA, 1937.38 table/chairs for 
WD Show, 1600.00 WD prizes.  Annette moved to accept Treasurer’s Report, Gina 2nd, motion passed.

Membership Report ~ No report. 

Futurity ~ Mary Ellen Mulligan   No report. 

Sporthorse Committee ~ Gina Handy    Next meeting April 30th.  Will discuss Sport Horse Award criteria.  May 3rd Clinic 
cancelled.  Clinician has health issues, not enough signed up.

Trader ~ Danielle Rice   Has all content.  Did Zoom software training with Tami Johnson. Danielle will be able to reduce 
Tami’s charges by formatting Trader prior to submission for web post.

Stallion Service Auction ~ Jenn Peek   Signing up stallions.  Need to select site for 2026, exploring options.  

Western NY Show ~ Jenn Peek    Received licenses from USEF.

NY Regional Update~ Beth Grella   Scheduled for September 10 -13, 2025    Prizelist completed and forwarded to Tami 
for website post.  All walk/trot classes to be held on Friday/Saturday.  Was not able to secure the Holiday Inn Express as 
show hotel with special rates.  New 4H barns will be completed and ready for September.

High Point ~ Nikki Smith Gorecki     Nikki to get High Point Link on website.

Bylaws Committee ~ Judy Manchester Vassie   Working on submitted recommendations. Adding Junior Membership 
category, 18 – 22, can vote.

New Business

Winter Bootcamp Clinic ~ Lingering Hills will host 2026 Winter Boot Camp.  Possibly 2 Bootcamps in future: 
considering adding Sporthorse/Dressage/Driving.

Mid-Year meeting to be held at Fairgrounds during Syracuse International on Saturday June 28th.

Next BOD meeting scheduled for Thursday May 15th at 7:30 PM.

Nancy moved to adjourn meeting.  Beth 2nd.  Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:52 PM.

Submitted by Annette Bakic, NYSMHS Recording Secretary
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Meeting Minutes
NYSMHS BOD Meeting
Location: Zoom Meeting
Date: Thursday May 15, 2025

Officers and Directors in Attendance in person: Jenn Peek, Annette Bakic, Beth Grella, Gina Handy, Nancy Herrick, Anna 
Kufs, Danielle Rice, Alexa Rohman, Kate Kirsch

Officers and Directors not in Attendance: Pat Ross, Patty Waring, Donna Fox, Lindsey Berry, Whitney Roberts,  

Meeting called to order at 7:34 by Jenn Peek

Secretary’s Report ~ Annette Bakic   Will submit June meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report ~ Beth Grella   paying invoices, Tami Johnson/all web services: approx. 500.00    1300.00 taxes   Jenn 
moved to accept Treasurer’s Report, Nan 2nd, motion passed.

Membership Report ~ Donna Fox    Looking to add memberships at WD Show.  Kate needs current membership list for WD 
Breakfast. 

Futurity ~ Mary Ellen Mulligan   No report. 

Sporthorse Committee ~ Gina Handy      Lisa Towne will be working with Nash Hill Equestrian Center for potential Working 
Equitation Clinic to be held next year in Western District.  Lisa to submit article for Trader on recent Working Equitation 
Clinic which she attended.

Trader ~ Danielle Rice   Will include coverage of the WD Show in next edition along with Regional Show information. Will 
also include High Point Program information in Trader.

Stallion Service Auction ~ Jenn Peek    Planning to have new location selected by end of June.

Western NY Show ~ Working to implement square system payment.  Saturday member breakfast planned. Approx cost 
1000.00. At this point entries down from last year. Consider more advertising for 2026 show.

NY Regional Update~ Beth Grella   Scheduled for September 10 -13, 2025   Ordered Championship prizes: set of (4) 
Tumbler Glasses. Activities planning ongoing.

High Point ~ Nikki Smith Gorecki working with Karen Saville. 

Bylaws Committee ~ Judy Manchester Vassie   Will discuss further at June meeting.

New Business:

Alexa Rahman has created pamphlet for our social media pages Facebook/SSA/NY   Need admin permissions to add.

Whitney Roberts discussed Online Store through Joyce Ackerman/Wild Pony.  Joyce offered to provide club merchandise/do 
not have to purchase in bulk.  Kate Kirsch moved to investigate online sale of club merchandise through Joyce Ackerman 
with small percentage of profit coming back to club.  Gina 2nd.  Motion passed.

Mid-Year meeting to be held at Fairgrounds during Syracuse International on Saturday June 28th in the coliseum stands at 
time during break between morning and afternoon sessions.  Will plan on having light food from Bosco’s available.

Beth moved to adjourn meeting.  Kate 2nd.  Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:23 PM.

Submitted by Annette Bakic, NYSMHS Recording Secretary
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Classifieds

2022 4 Star 2 Horse Slant Trailer. Like new 
condition. Interior Height 7' 6" High polished 
Aluminum finish. Drop down feed doors and 
additional interior lighting. Many extra features 
including E-Z lift ramp which is very easy to 
lift.  $25,000.   
Contact: Todd Trushel 814-474-5839

For Sale: 
Dale Chavez Work Saddle
Excellent Condition $1500
Contact: Robin Pelham 607-329-6358

For Sale:
HDR Synergy Plus CC 
Saddle
Wool Flocked, Adj. 
Gullet System, Like 
New
$950
Contact: Danielle Rice
607-377-4538
riced4538@gmail.com

For sale: Gorgeous cob-sized presentation vehicle 
for pleasure or CDE. Black with turquoise 
pinstripes and brass trim. Detachable dickie seat 
included. Very smooth and comfortable ride. 
Excellent condition and ready to show. Buyer 
arranges pickup or shipping. Located near Scotia, 
NY.

 For sale:   
*Serafin cart, showable, brown w/ blue pin stripes 
- $600
 *Serafin cart, showable, dark green, white pin 
stripes- $600
 *Houghton cart, great for training, extra long 
shafts- $300
*Cut back  saddle, adjustable stirrup bars, $500
 Near Ithaca,NY  Call: 607-387-5625
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Business Cards
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Officers & Committees

 

2025 Officers

President - Jennifer Peek

Vice President - Gina Handy

Recording Secretary – Annette Bakic

Corresponding Secretary - Nancy Herrick

Treasurer - Beth Grella

Director at Large - Coby Holowacz

 

Committee Chairs

By-Laws Committee – Judy Manchester-Vassie

High Score Awards Program - Nikki Smith-Gorecki

Jr. Horseperson of the Year - Sue Gramse

Membership - Donna Fox

Morgan Trader Newsletter - Danielle Rice

Nominations - Joann Squire

NYSMHS Futurity - Mary Ellen Mulligan

NY Regional Morgan Show - Beth Grella

NY Stallion Service Auction - Jennifer Peek

Silver Horseshoe & Promotion - Patti Waring

Sport Horse Committee - Gina Handy

WNY Morgan Show - Annilee Bienias








